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North to the Future  
 
Every January, as we turn the calendar to a new year, Alaskans 
mark another milestone: the anniversary of statehood. On 
January 3, 1959, Alaska officially became the 49th state of the 
United States, opening a new chapter in its history and 
symbolizing resilience, opportunity, and the promise of the future. 
 
For many, the statehood anniversary pairs naturally with the 
season of resolutions and fresh beginnings. Just as individuals 
set goals for the year ahead, Alaska once set its sights on 
growth, self-determination, and a stronger voice within the nation. 
That step forward, more than six decades ago, remains a 
reminder of what it means to embrace change and move with 
confidence into the unknown. 
 
Alaska’s motto, “North to the Future,” captures this spirit. Chosen 
shortly after statehood, it reflects both the geographic identity of 
America’s northernmost state and the sense of direction it offers. 
The words suggest not only exploration but also progress—ideas 
that fit well with the energy of January, when many people look 
ahead with renewed purpose. 
 
Moose, a familiar sight to residents and visitors alike, can also 
serve as a fitting symbol for the season. Towering and powerful, 
yet able to withstand harsh conditions, the moose embodies 
strength and resilience. These qualities mirror the challenges 
Alaskans have faced—from extreme weather to geographic 
isolation—and the determination that helped them build thriving 
communities in the years since statehood. 
 
Today, Alaska continues to look forward while honoring its past. 
Statehood Day isn’t just a historical date; it’s an annual reminder 
of endurance, adaptability, and possibility. Whether you live in 
Alaska or simply admire its story from afar, the anniversary offers 
inspiration for the start of a new year. 
 
As we settle into January, Alaska’s journey can encourage us to 
take our own steps toward renewal. Like the state that looked 
north and saw its future, we too can embrace new beginnings 
with strength, resilience, and hope for the year ahead. 
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January Happenings 
 

January 1 
Happy New Year! 

Rose Bowl Parade & Rose 
Bowl Game 

 
January 8 

Music with Marty Miller 

 
January 13 

Saxophone music with Scott 
Robbins 

 
January 14 

Music with David Molinari 
 

January 19 
Matin Luther King Jr. Day 

 
January 20 

Magic show with Gary Hauck 
 

January 22 
Classical Piano Music with 

Stuart Leicht 
 

January 24 
Opposite Day 

 
January 26-30 

National Activity Professionals 
Week 

 
January 30 

National Fun at Work Day  
&  

Favorite Sports Team Day 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Residents 

Phyllis E.~1/2 

Linda O.~1/3 

Ken B.~1/5 

Rick F.~1/6 

Ken O.~1/12 

Janet P.~1/19 

Sandra L.~1/20 

Janet L.~1/21 

Kay L.~1/24 

Eleanor M.~1/24 

Carol F.~1/25 

 

Staff 

Edmond Mutware~1/1 

Florence Nyasuku~1/1 

Dawn Brinkley~1/9 

Rachel Rynbrandt~1/11 

Yusniel Arbolaez~1/12 

Peggy Bouwman~1/16 

Cynthia Parra~1/31 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Ken & Carole McNitt 

To 100 
Carol Feuerstein To 100 

Ken Olinger To 400 
 

We’re so happy that you’re here with us 
at Wyoming Woods! 

 

 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
families of the residents we’ve recently 

lost 
 

Sue Sager  
& 

Jack Buckley 
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Thank you everyone who came to our Christmas 
Party! We had yummy food, a special visit from 

the man in the red suit, great music, fun & 
laughter! 

 
Here’s some memories that we made & shared! 
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We are going to have some FUN with 

our Activity Department the week of 

January 26-30! 

Here’s a few things that we will be 

doing! 

 

Monday, January 26 

Theme Bingo  

& Quarter Store 

Tuesday, January 27 

Travelogue on Antarctica (National 

Geographic Society Day) 

Wednesday, January 28 

January Birthday Party 

Thursday, January 29 

Outing to the Hudsonville Pizza Ranch 

(See Rachel to sign up!) 

Friday, January 30 

 FUN at Work day & Favorite Sports 

Team Day!  

(Wear your favorite sports team 

apparel)! 

Saturday, January 31 

 Candy Bar Bingo with Rachel 

 

 

 

Kindness in Kalamazoo  
 
While records of a man named Ralph C. 
Morrison—sometimes known as “The Peddler 
of Encouragement”—exist, little is known of the 
holiday he founded, the Toad Hollow Day of 
Encouragement, which is celebrated January 26. 
Morrison was an educator and storyteller in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. One day he came across 
a newspaper article detailing the childhood of 
one of his older students, a woman named 
Eunice. Eunice had once attended Toad Hollow 
Country School. The name Toad Hollow stuck 
in the imagination of the storyteller, and he 
crafted many delightful tales about the place—
so many tales, in fact, that Toad Hollow became  
a place of legend. 
 
Kalamazoo County eventually offered Morrison 
a local park to do his storytelling. He accepted 
and soon formed a volunteer group dedicated to 
maintaining and refurbishing the park, complete 
with an 1800s-era, waterwheel-powered 
gristmill. These volunteers, or so-called 
“voluntoads,” embodied kindness, dedication, 
and selflessness—all characteristics celebrated 
during the Toad Hollow Day of Encouragement. 
 

 

From our Activity Director: 
If you sign up for an outing that is 

scheduled, you must be able to bring 
your own money along to spend 

whether for shopping or out to eat. 
We are saving pop cans to help with 

the costs of some of our outings. If you 
need assistance or are unable to do 

this, please see Rachel.  
Thank you! 
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